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ABSTRACT

This paper showed that the policy power of the Chinese government in the 1950s was
directly linked to the development of housing construction. The author of this study conducted
on-site surveys of several collective houses built from 1949 to 1960 that are still standing to

photograph and investigate the status of these residential buildings.
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I . Introduction

As Chinese cities are currently faced with serious housing shortages, the government is trying
hard to find an ideal housing policy under the socialist system to address this problem. The city that
is most influenced by the government’s trends in housing construction and urban planning is Beijing,
the political center and capital city of China. In the 1950s, China imported engineering and planning
technology, together with socialist ideology, mostly from the Soviet Union. Also, since the Soviet
Union’s zoning method was applied to urban planning in Beijing, studies were conducted that focused
on the urban planning theory of political cities. The studies reported that many Chinese architects
attempted to realize a socialist lifestyle while searching for the ideal type of collective housing
suitable for a socialist country.

However, we failed to find any study that investigated the changes in housing policies by
conducting surveys. In the case of Beijing, few studies have been conducted focusing on residential
blocks (f£7[X), except for in the Baiwanzhuang( 5 /71 residential district. In addition, the study was
a bit one-sided. Specifically, the space layout of the workers’ residential areas constructed during the
same period has never been revealed to the public.

The main purpose of this discourse on a socialist country was to find the spatial characteristics of
collective houses, the features of socialist collective houses, and the transformation of the residential
environment with a focus on urban collective houses built in Beijing during the 1950s. By analyzing
the space principles from the perspective of actual surveys and comparisons, this study aimed to
rediscover the essence of the old collective houses and reveal the socialist household spaces that

Chinese architects were required to design.
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II . Chinese Social System Changes and Distribution System

1. Social System Changes During the 1950s

The Chinese social system after the Qing Dynasty can be divided into two parts, the New
Democracy period from 1919 to 1949 and the following Socialism period. During the New
Democracy period, the Chinese government consolidated the socialist foundation by forbidding
private ownership as much as possible. In 1952, the Chinese government nullified all previous land
contracts and redistributed land ownership. In 1954, the government submitted a bill to nationalize
the land and strengthened socialist ideology. After all the resources and land were nationalized,
the government launched the Peoples’ Commune Movement (A & ZVit3#E#)) at a similar time to

totalitarianism.

2. Economic System and Housing Distribution

A planned economy is an economic system established to build a society free from disparity in
the process of economic revival. The adoption of a planned economic system that is under intensive
management as planned will make it possible to concentrate limited resources in the important
construction industry to create a positive economic cycle. The planned economy is the roof of a
socialist system, in which planning is done in the following order: national economic planning —
district planning — urban planning — housing planning.

For a decade after founding the People’s Republic of China, the budget assigned to housing
construction accounted for less than 10% of the government’s budget [Figure 1]. Although the
number of collective houses increased, it was not enough to meet the needs of the cities. Due to lack
of technology and funds, it was extremely difficult to build enough houses to meet the needs of a
rapidly growing population. Although the total construction area size used for urban houses increased
two-fold over those ten years, the residential area per capita declined by 30% [Figure 2].

After building collective houses with a residential area per capita of 9n, similar to that of Soviet
houses, the problem of mixed residency occurred.

The housing distribution policy under a socialist system was rational but there were several

problems that should not be neglected.

A: Rapidly increasing population: The population of Beijing increased from 1.61 million
people in 1949 to 4.53 million people in 1960, which was a surge of three times, but housing

construction failed to accommodate such a large number of people.
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B Distribution system of welfare houses: The purpose of a welfare house distribution
system is for socialist uniformization. However, a distribution with insufficient houses cannot
avoid mixed residency problems.

C. One-sided housing policy: Without considering the housing status, collective houses

were built, not to improve the lives of people but to pursue a socialist ideology.
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[Fig. 1] Use of government funds during the 1950s (Source: Lvjunhua (= {£%E), Zhangjiec (FE£E),
Peter-G-Rows (2003)).
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[Fig. 2] Housing construction in Beijing’s city center during the 1950s(Source : Beijingzhidifangzhib
ianjiweiyuanhui (2003)).
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II. Urban Planning and Collective House Construction in Beijing Before
and After the Founding of China

1. The Central Axis of the Capital City

One of the basic features of a traditional Chinese city is the central axial line of the city. Important
building groups are arranged along the central axial line, which are linked to arterial roads going

easterly or westerly directions, connecting the whole city [Figure 3].
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[Fig. 3] Beijing of Yuan (Jz) dynasty (Source : Hourenzhi({#{=.2, 1997)).

2. Development of Xijiao (f§%§f) and Housing Shortage

The intervention of the Japanese government in the Second World War brought new changes in
urban planning of Beijing. The Japanese government and urban planners of the Chinese democratic
government adopted a modern urban planning theory (composition of residential areas and green
belts, etc.) to design the urban areas in Beijing. The construction of Xijiao New Town moved the city

center of Beijing” [Figure 4].

1) Akira Koshizawa (1985) maintains that the most important reason to construct Xijiao New Town was to build a new

area for the convenient management of Japanese immigrants and Chinese citizens.
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[Fig. 4] New Town marked on the Beijing urban planning map(Source : Akira Koshizawa (1985)).

3. Reorientation of City Center to the West

As Beijing was designated the capital of New China again, there were many suggestions and
discussions about its future. Soviet architects who were faced with the same problem previously,
claimed that Beijing should be the center of not only politics but also industry and that Beijing should
become the model city of the socialist state.

In late 1952, government administrative agents started to be built in Sanlihe (= HJ) outside
the castle according to the New Town Plan proposed by the famous architect Liangsicheng (&
i%). Since the Japanese government bought land in Xijiao (FGXB) from residents during the war,
Liangsicheng predicted that the New Town Plan could reduce development costs by a significant
degree. The New Town Plan was designed to make use of the residential areas in Xijiao New Town
and factory sites in Dongjiao (B XB) New Town to provide convenient commuting and realize the
city’s growth potential [Figure 5]. The changed urban plan also brought about transformation in

housing construction in Beijing.
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[Fig. 5] Location of government agencies according to the New Town Plan(Written by the author in
citation of "'The Complete Series of Liangsicheng (& JK)’s Works;).

4. Stagnant Period of Housing Construction

In 1958, factories, together with
residential areas and cultural facilities,
moved to suburban areas according
to the new urban plan to facilitate
the nationwide people’s communal
life movement under the Great Leap
Forward Movement. It pursued the
connection of a city with rural areas
by abolishing the plans to develop
industrial cities and aimed to connect
the city with rural areas. [Figure 6]. As
factory development reached its peak,
housing construction stalled. Housing
construction costs were reduced in
order to decrease the use of industrial

materials, such as wire mesh.
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[Fig. 6] Example of the people’s communal residential

areas in Guangzhou (J.<J)(Source : 14yt
(Hualanhong, 2006)).
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IV. Theories and Development of Chinese Collective House Space

1. Theories of Collective House

Construction theories and urban planning theories after the founding of China were written by
Chinese architects who were dispatched to the Soviet Union or who studied in Europe and Japan.
It can be said that the residential areas developed during this period were designed by adopting

advanced countries’ urban planning theories while reflecting China’s traditional space theories.

1) Neighborhood Unit (i {+:(X)

Under the influence of Ebenezer Howard’s Garden City Movement, Forrest Hills Gardens, a
suburban residential area, was planned and started to be developed in 1909 in a suburb of New
York in the United States. C.A. Perry, an American regional planning researcher who resided here,
published Neighborhood Unit in 1924. In Redburn, New Jersey, which was developed to implement
the Neighborhood Unit theory, a road system was created to separate the vehicles from the people.
The ethos of the Neighborhood Unit and Redburn’s urban plan are being widely utilized for urban
construction around the world.

Under such influence, Liangsicheng (32 £ %) made proposals titled “About Capital City
Construction Plan” and the “Chinese Neighborhood Unit” in 1949. One side was 800 — 1000 meters
long, with a population of 7,000 to 10,000 residents, equipped with cultural facilities, schools and
kindergartens, with parks, gymnasia, and green spaces in the center [Figure 7]. In the next year, Fuxin
gmenwaizhenwulangjinlinzhuqu (8 8[54 =R B+ X)) was constructed in Beijing according to
the “Chinese Neighborhood Unit” proposal.

In his book titled Summary of Democracy Housing Policy, Wangdingzeng (J£E 1), who
studied in the U.S., emphasized the need for the standardization of houses, the mechanization of
construction industry, the nurturing of a professional technology institute, and the improvement of
process management in order to mass-produce collective houses, and repeatedly stressed the meaning
as a modern collective house. In 1952, the construction of Caoyangxincun (E#5#r#1) designed by
Wangdingzeng (7£ZF1) in Shanghai was completed. In the case of Caoyangxincun (E#5EFT),
the relationship between the city and roads, in addition to the accessibility to amenities, was taken
into consideration by following the proposal by Liangsicheng (28 )%) to design a quiet residential
environment as part of an effort to build a reasonable residential area. It was highly evaluated as
a housing plan that maximized the use of site conditions. Caoyangxincun (E#5#74}) was China’s

first modern neighborhood unit and served as a prime example for housing construction around the

-162-



Shao, Shuai, Reading from transition of Beijing block planning and collective housing in the 1950s

country [Figure 8]. Since the residential plan of the First Five-Year Economic Plan of the Soviet
Union did not influence housing construction in China at that time, Caoyangxincun (E5#rAl) and
Fuxingmenwaizhenwulangjinlinzhuqu (8894 F R &R+ X ) showed the unique characteristics
of Chinese neighborhood units.
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[Fig. 7] Layout of a neighborhood unit [Fig. 8] Layout of Caoyangxincun (E##r#)
(Source : Liangsicheng(¥2 8 /%,2001). (Source : JFEE (Wangdingzeng, 1956).

2) Extended Residential Block (Superblock)

Ebenezer Howard’s Garden City Movement theory had a big influence on the Soviet union in the
early 20th century. At that time, Vladimir Nikolayevich Semyonov, a Russian urban planning scholar
staying in the United Kingdom around 1910, participated in garden city planning with Howard,
Raymond Unwin, and Letchworth. After he returned home, he published a book titled City and
Garden in Europe and Russia, which received a favorable response in Russia. The European Garden
City Movement placed greater importance on the needs of the middle class than on those of the
working class, while the Soviet Unions” movement drew more socialist colors by raising city-related
problems, including nationwide housing shortage problems.

In 1935, Soviet’s superblocks were built along the baroque-style boulevards and rectangular
street network of large cities according to Moscow’s urban planning. Superblocks and wide streets,
known as desirable attributes of a socialist city, formed the road network of Soviet cities, and its basic
unit was a group of households (##[X) surrounding a courtyard. A superblock is a residential area

consisting of a large number of households and is equipped with more convenience facilities.
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During the first five-year economic development plan, China imported a standard housing model,
design organization, technical management, building regulations, and standard design from the Soviet
Union. To promote socialism, the expansion of production means was considered the first priority,
which required the construction of collective houses to ensure healthy communal life.

In 1953, the City Planning Council of China enacted an ordinance to provide residential areas with
more public facilities by adopting a modern housing style with a unified plan and a unified design. As
a result, China expanded the propagation of work-residence integrating residential districts (57{£& )
around the country, under the influence of the Soviet Union’s superblocks.

There are basically three types of residential quarters arrangements in China. The structure
of houses built in parallel looking in the same direction is called a “row block.” Its advantage is
achieving good natural ventilation and adequate sunlight by placing equal distances between the
houses, as well as easy planning. However, the arrangement seemed to lack variety.

The structure of several houses surrounding

a central empty space that is semi-private is /
called a “perimeter block.” The households of /
a perimeter block can be seen mainly in the //
northern cities in China. Perimeter blocks were
used to adjust the external appearance of the I
block suitable to the street shape to create a I

uniform urban landscape. This created a noise-

free and quiet residential environment and F _— q

guaranteed the privacy of the residents. However, I I

many households were arranged to face easterly

or westerly directions, or were located on the I I
L

outermost side of the building and did not have

good natural ventilation or adequate sunlight. F — q
The “double perimeter block”™ that was

designed to maximize the use of the available I I I I
lot. More housing units could be built by

using the double-perimeter block <[H]> deisgn L J : J

than the perimeter block <[> design, but its [Fig. 9] Residential block shapes(drawn by
disadvantage was the relatively inadequate the author according to an actual survey : row
natural ventilation and sunlight compared to block [left], perimeter block [center], double-
perimeter blocks. perimeter block [right]).
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A superblock is a residential block consisting of combinations of the above block designs.
Superblocks were built along arterial roads, and its buildings facing the outside could block the view
from the outside. However, the separation of the road space from the residential space could make the

residents feel safe and live freely and comfortably.

3) Small Residential District

In 1956, Nikita Sergeevich Khrushchyov set up a new housing policy of proving one apartment
to one household in order to solve the dire housing environment where more than two households of
workers (the main characteristic of communism) resided in one apartment. A small residential district
was comprised of extended blocks with 10 units, with a population of 5,000 to 12,000 residents. To
meet the everyday needs of the residents, childcare, entertainment, education, and cultural facilities,
in addition to shops and restaurants, were located inside and outside the small residential district.

Since China copied the collective housing design of superblocks directly from the Soviet Union,
every floor consisted of two or three units of 1K or 2K. However, due to a rapid population increase,
two or three families had to live in one household unit. To solve the problem of mixed residency, the
Chinese government started to build small residential districts with an area size of more than 300,000
m’ in 1957, during the late period of the first five-year economic reform [Figure 10]. Each residential
district combined collective houses, cultural facilities, and amenities and performed its own socialist

activities.

[Fig. 10] Small residential district in Xizhaosi (47 83)(photographed by the author)

-165-



J East-Asian Urban Hist, Vol 1, Dec 2019, pp. 155-185

2. New Village (#i#) Idea

Strictly speaking, the New Village (¥r4) Idea is not an urban planning theory but an idea similar
to socialism. From the 16th to 17th centuries, European social reformers insisted on the need for a
new form of collective life and urban space <New Village> suitable for the modern industrialized
society, because of attachment to <Old Village (according to agricultural civilization)>.

In the early 20th century, a capitalist production system was introduced to colonized China and the
country stepped into an industrial revolution like the European countries and faced the problems that
accompany industrialization. The ideal industrial body, the New Village Idea envisioned by European
countries to connect society with space, was introduced to China.

In 1918, a new village in Miyazaki Prefecture was built by Musanokoji Saneatsu (i&/ & F2 ),
a Japanese writer, to realize the ideal world of harmonious society and class struggle. In 1919, the
famous Chinese writer Zhouzuoren (J&1E ) visited the new village. After that, Chinese magazines
released a series of articles on Musankoji Saneatsu’s New Village and the ideal industrial village
in Europe. After realizing the relationship between the ideal social image that he had pursued until
that time and the new village, Mao Zedong paid a visit to Zhouzuoren. He wanted to establish a
local branch of the New Village in

Hunan Province but had to suspend

; ; 2 o, P
the plan due to difficulties of the ) e — ":I:‘.{j];l
war and the lack of personnel. . BEEN. e i 1|8
However, Mao Zedong was deeply i ! EEaR, 13 _|HZ Lk l‘:__I_ ¥ ] ‘If,

F |9~ s g e = ey B - — i |

interested in the New Village after E:— d_t | ,_I*__. l l 4} ‘ | 4! I "[ il
i (ICC T DL e
: IR e o 117 14

In 1922, the Road Monthly 0 1EY PRl 1 | .

GBI H¥F]) published an article

containing sentences related to

social relationships and spatial

models in the “Exemplary New

Village”. The author mentioned that

the only way to solve the problem

is i |
of modernization in China was by a T T ———

~”
P

local autonomous system consisting

of an Exemplary New Village.
The Exemplary New Village could

[Fig. 11] New Village in Hebei
(Source : 1#{=2(1935)).
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accommodate 2,000 people in an area size of about 13 km?. Its residents went to a grand auditorium
in the center every morning to participate in educational activities and after that, they went to
living facilities, such as kindergartens, schools, and nursing homes. Furthermore, the Exemplary
New Village was equipped with agricultural farms and factories. Through educational activities, it
could prepare workers to obtain traditional agricultural labor, knowledge, and skills and to adapt to
communal life. This purpose became the cohesiveness of the New Village and the existential meaning
of New Village space. The New Village established in Hebei in 1931 had a service center located at
its core and was equipped with schools, administrative agencies, shops, and public spaces, such as
playgrounds and parks. The Hebei New Village had four gates and was equipped with wells made for
defensive work [Figure 11].

In other words, the New Village space can be summarized into three areas, public facilities
(especially lecture rooms) built for reeducation needed for modern society; residences and housing;
and a means of production, such as agricultural and industrial facilities, to support the New Village’s
economy.”

In 1948, Qiandongsheng ($%%&4E), an architect, published an article titled “About New Village-
style Housing Construction” to introduce the housing conditions of that time and the concept of
New Villages. The architect wrote that the New Village-style residential areas were considered the
most valuable residential style in consideration of modern urban development and criticized that the
developers commissioned the architects to construct new villages and that the architects were trying
to build them as they wanted. He also pointed out that the architect’s professional practices might not
meet the needs of the users due to the division of labor brought about by modernization.

In 1952, many laborers’ New Villages sprang up around the country after the founding of New
China, including Caoyangxincun (E45#74}) in Shanghai. In terms of scale and purpose, there were
several differences between physical workers’ New Villages and other New Villages. However, they
shared the common point of being a new lifestyle to connect living and working and both of them
sought the same communist utopia.

The People’s Commune Movement began in 1958 and can be referred to as a practical reform
conceived by the New Village Idea. Its purpose was to pursue a local space for self-self-rehabilitation
and self-sufficiency based on collective production and collective living by connecting agricultural

production cooperatives, industry, commerce, military organizations, and local administrative

2) Wangdingzeng (JEE®, 1946) maintained that China need to consider any example of housing construction of
European countries.
Citation from a study by Yangyuzhen (#F4, 2017)
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agencies and authorities. Compared to the physical workers’ New Village, the People’s Commune
Movement put greater emphasis on a socialist idea by linking agricultural production with social life.
Although almost all of the People’s Commune farms in Beijing were located outside the city center,
the People’s Commune buildings were constructed inside the city center. The vertically-constructed
People’s Commune buildings were suitable to accommodate the city’s high population density and

provided vitality to the city center.

3. Collective Housing Spaces in Beijing

By examining the remaining collective houses in Beijing, this study identified policy changes for
collective housing and looked at the image of socialist life devised by the architects during the early

years of the founding of the nation.

1) Fuxingmenwaizhenwulangjinlinzhuqu (18 8L #p = 5 & 5 B 11 X)) (1952-)
The Neighborhood Units were laid out with a courtyard in the center and houses surrounded by

roads. Fuxingmenwaizhenwulan

gjinlinzhuqu was a neighborhood

unit built slowly over about 10

years starting in 1952. Therefore,
the inner roads were linked directly
to Hutong (#A[5], back alley) of
Zhenwumiaotoutiao (ELE EiFE

Z5) and the residential quarters

were entangled with outer roads,  [Fig 12] Layout Plan of Fuxingmenwaizhenwulangjinlinzhu

in which the passage and parking qu (drawn by the author according to the actual survey).
of vehicles could interfere with the

residents’ lives [Figure 12] [Figure e —I
2
o — ..rL : -J_Ll L
The residential area of two-story

Western-style houses had a good I I
natural environment. Compared to

other houses, the scale between the

1.bedroom 2.kitchen

buﬂdings was appropriate and the 3.toilet 4.TING(Chinese hall)
interior road of about 5 m seemed [Fig. 13] Floor plan of a two-story Western house (drawn by
to be wide and open. By referring the author according to the actual survey).
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to the housing design of the Soviet Union, they had a living room, which was rarely found in other
types of residential housing units built during the same period. One unit usually accommodated
a family of more than five members. They also had a unique Chinese space called Ting (JT°) that
functioned as a living room and a dining room to accommodate guests.” It was considered a luxurious

living space in the 1950s, to have both a living room and a dining room.

2) Sanlihekuodajiequ (= B #E A #X)(1953-)

In terms of building arrangement, the perimeter and double-perimeter designs were used to
emphasize line symmetry. Compared to Fuxingmenwaizhenwulangjinlinzhuqu, public spaces were
created in the courtyard and open spaces like parks were designed in several places. The courtyard

was separated from the roads to

provide a quiet living environment —_— ——
for the residents. The housing land —-[ ] [ ]-_
had a good natural environment, I ] 1
and the residents could grow e -[

gardens and flowers in the public

I ]
T

1. bedroom 2. kitchen

spaces in front of the houses [Figure
14] [Figure 15].

All collective houses in
Sanlihekuodajiequ (= By i K
#[X) were mainly comprised of
2K- or 2LK-sized households and

had separate toilets and kitchens.

3. toilet

[Fig. 14] Layout plan of Sanlihe Superblock-1

(drawn by the author according to the actual survey).

| i

Each floor consisted of two

households and the meals were

usually served in a bedroom or

Ting. After 1954, a collective house

1.bedroom 2. kitchen
4. TING (Chinese hal )

with Ting was no longer rare and = 3.toilet

became the mainstream model in
housing design. As the importance

of private space emerged, private

[Fig. 15] Floor plan of a housing unit in the Sanlihe
Superblock-1 (drawn by the author according to the actual

survey).

3) According to the actual survey by Uekita Yasufumi (1990), living and dining spaces called Ting (JT°) started to be built

during the 1950s and was not found in Soviet houses.
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toilets, kitchens, and verandas were

provided.

3) Balizhuangfangjigongcha
ngjuzhuqu (J\ELEH L85 EE
X)(1953-)

Balizhuangfangjigongchangj
uzhuqu, located outside Beijing,
was the first laborers’ superblock
built according to the Superblock
System. Three factories and houses
to accommodate their laborers were
built for eight years from 1953 to
1960. Because the site was empty
before urban planning started, it
was designed in a perimeter block-
type style with orderly-organized
and large green spaces and wide
roads. The road on the west-side
green belt was about 16 m wide
and equipped with comfortable
green spaces and sidewalks, which
functioned as a park or plaza. As
more amenities had to be built to
meet the residents’ changing needs,
temporary buildings were built in
a vacant space and leased as food
kiosks."”

Each building had three or
four units, and each unit consisted

of three or four households with

[

=== | |

[Fig. 16] Layout plan of Balizhuang spinning factory workers’

Residential District 2 (drawn by the author according to the

actual survey).

| [ I
a2 2

- ===

[

et

III|| [ r—0

BT Fale— Pwed

=112 5

. -

ﬁl i m/:-ll: r—a o—da ﬁ
: !

I
[Fig. 17] Unit floor plan of Balizhuang spinning factory
workers’ Residential District 2 (drawn by the author

according to the actual survey).

4) According to the figure in the report by Lihongduo (ZEZZ%f, 1956), barber shops and stores emerged spontaneously
within three years after construction was completed.
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separate bathrooms and kitchens. Most of them had 1K or 2K structures. After the construction was

completed, an enormously large number of laborers had to live together. As it was difficult to provide

one household for each family, two or three families often had to live together in one household [Figure

16] [Figure 17].

4) Xingfucunjuzhuxiaoqu (g &3/ X)(1957-)
Xingfucunjuzhuxiaoqu (ZETEHFTE{E/NX), the first small residential district built in Beijing

in accordance with the Small
Residential District theory, showed
different characteristics compared
to the previous superblocks.
For instance, the layout did not
emphasize the symmetry of
the buildings and the buildings
had reasonable shapes suitable
to the features of the natural
terrain and roads. The abundant
green spaces and internal roads
were artfully organized to create
natural environments, like parks.
Compared to the perimeter block,
this small residential district built
in row blocks had well-organized
inner roads, as well as enough
public space between the buildings.

It was designed with four
different plans in anticipation
of various types of family
composition. A-type (resident area
14.2nr, 3-person family), B-type
(resident area 25.1m’°, 5-person
family), and C-type (resident area
23.491n’, 5-person family) were

the basic plans. In addition, D-type

[Fig. 18] Layout plan of Xingfucunjuzhuxiaoqu (drawn by

the author according to the actual survey).

1.bedroom 2. kitchen
3. toilet

[Fig. 19] Unit floor plan of Xingficcun juzhuxiaoqu A-type

(drawn by the author according to the actual survey).
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(resident area 37.9m’, 8-person I_ e NI’ EHEE

family) areas were located on the F—a}_—l [ ;—} 1
outermost parts of the buildings. i__

Because the Soviet Union was

colder than Beijing, the hallways D ——
were suitable for that climate, 3. toilet

whereas Xingfucunjuzhuxiaoqu was [Fig. 20] Unit floor plan of Xingfucun juzhuxiaoqu B-type

built with single-sided corridors. (drawn by the author according to the actual survey)
The residents did not build annexes
next to the corridors and maintained
orderly, organized public spaces.
In addition, people’s exchanges
naturally took place in outer
corridors and pathways [Figure 18]

[Figure 19] [Figure 20].

5) People’s Commune building
in Fusuijng (ig#%1%1958-)

The People’s Commune

building in Fusuijng is one of the [Fig. 21] People’s Commune building in Fusuijng

remaining Commune buildings. The (photographed by the author).
building has nine above-ground _

floors and an underground floor . -

T

el
and accommodates 189 households i '{ i;]‘ {
(182 2D households and seven : e [
3D households) [Figure 21.] A j :é]” '

restaurant is located on the east side

1

Faans

of the first floor, and a kindergarten u_,i : ] ]
,J

occupies the first to third floors on

the west side. A dance hall is on the

ninth floor. The kitchen and storage

area of the restaurant are located on

an underground floor. Each floor is [Fig. 21] People’s Commune building in Fusuijng

equipped with an activity room, a (photographed by the author).
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shared kitchen, and public toilets, etc. [Figure 22]. Initially, the construction plan was large-scaled to
build several parallel buildings.” Since People’s Commune buildings that embodied socialist utopia

were constructed only during the totalitarian era, they are not common in China.

V. Conclusion

This study was conducted to investigate the models of Socialist Collective Houses designed
by architects after the founding of China. These collective houses were characterized by large and
symmetric public spaces, encompassed courtyards, and rich natural environments.

The residents had separate spaces in low-lying collective houses and enjoyed communicating in
a natural environment. The remaining residenital blocks built during the 1950s with courtyard space
in the center were filled with vitality. The orignal purpose of constructing collective houses when
urban planning was first implemented in the capital city was to provide as many houses as possible to
laborers by making use of bestowed road networks and the outcome of modern urban development.
But the changed purpose of relocating government agencies and building collective houses in Bejing
was to facilitate commuting and production. Thanks to the influence of the Soviet Union, China made
it a top priority to imitate a politically right socialist country. In the repeated processes of construction
and reflection, socialist collective houses lost clear design patterns because their archtects were
swayed by policies. Due to the influence of policies, a diversity of different housing designs were

able to exist.
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BERBIBEXIE—KICHE I NIOGEBER TR <L 19520 5 +HERBICR4AICILIE
FF2HOBEXTERLIEBDTH S, T0OMH. NEOERKITEREBERER & BEREIC
BOEALHHZ L. BERCASDERIRALILD. BBEOBITCPHREIIFREED
hIF & 8 BI58H % %, [Figure 12] [Figure 13]

“HETEREETER T Z2EEMOEARENLDREFTH D, MOHKICLENS
& FEREORT —ILIGEYI T, AEBERORIGHISmTL REDH 5, VEDFEHK
HxBETZCT. AREOEFEICIEESNAEVWIE YT IL—LBHERITTWVWS, FRIC
SAUEDREDNMEATVRIZENE . BRLBEEZRAISEMNT, VEVIIL—LA
PHREEFED T CWSZEEE LTEDNT: . "VEVTIL—LEAA =T IIL— LD
BR T 1950FERICHERBREBRERE VR 3,

2) Z BRI (1953-)

FREE T ERAL. BIXRUWNEIROREAEZZFERL TWS, EEMH
BEREBEBHEXICEANIE. FREICILRE LIENT VI IR—IZHA T, ITHICLK
DREDESBA—T VY AR—ZA%HKF LTz FEIZABEDERNSETON. FRICH
WAREFREBEZRMIZ 2L, FEMOBAREIIIEEICEN. FRIFEFEFOF
—TVAR=ZATREZED. BPHEXRZHER TW53, [Figure 14] [Figure 15]

ZEARAHRICE T Z IR TOESFEEICIZ2KE2LKORIED T, I8 L -@FRE
BzHE-o>TW3, 1BEECLIEFRT. BEIF—KRNICEERTTIIONE T, 1954
FEE. TF 2RI TVIESEERESBELVWI L TIERL, FERFOERICHE -
feo BERIDBRPHEEMEZ T FLAERT VEBHAHITT. NEBOEEUHEHS
nr,

3) N\ BRI IEE(ERX (1953-)

NEEHREIHEREXIGIEREANA T, hABXFEICLZ2RNOFEBELAEXTH
%o 1953FEH51960F F TONER. Bt=20 TR EhThoHBEMHEHZIIS L
Fize STEITZ2HIOBMIZIZE AL ESIHAD T, ZBAILATHXICERNZ L. BALLE
AREEZFERALDIC. REBERIEEDEBERELEDHDTHD. LDZIRDIAR—R

4) EEFRFL1990)DRANCE 2T TT1 VWS EEZEMISSOERDSHEICEFN. VEICRABVWHDT
HB,
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CIBLWVERZRE LT, ARDT ) —UR)L MOERERISHIMT, DR LRE DA
SEDOEEZRA T. DEPLEBL LTHENNS, FROZ—XDEKICK D EFFE

REBMLANS, BIHICIXRFZEYZETT. RABRELLTELHINTWVWRES
nHEn, ?

BRI3~4DAZy bAHD. BEAZ Y FTIBREC CISIERR LAERR DB,
BRI DOEFREBFELNHD. IFLACIKEI2KOBED, BfRE. EELVAROHEHE
NEEXFT. REICIFRDEDZHBRIEZ CIFH L. 2. 3REDN—HEICEFER
[FULZR 572U\ [Figure 16] [Figure 17]

4) ETRFEENE1957-)

IRRPDOBEFNXERICE VTR INERBREENXIE. FEACUBIDIEK
HXORFHZERSNRL, T 2. FROEENWIMEZETREE 37 IC. M CERICEK
ZRENATEZEMT 3. ENAREATGERITHICERIN. 2RO L S B ERERE
ISR LTco ABRICHE L5, THIRERE S A THERERISEAICL T, FHREON
Ty IIAR=ABPo7=D ¥ LT

APNOREERZEEL T, NBEOFE IS 02K L, AR (BEERE14.2
m. ZARK) . BE (BEEE2S.1mM. AARK) . CE (BEERE23.49m. AARK)
ZEOFEE I UEEARBAICL T, HEBODE (BEEE7IM. AARK) 75 d
HEZEHETHZ®, VERIILREDEVWDOT, PETRILET 3. ZBHABEENXIE
O THBTEZAWVS, FRENABTOMIISEBETIZEZETIC. ZOFFICLTEARL
LTWBANT I W I ZAR—R%RD, ZOM. AETEHKERICKLD LERORRDIEG
MBERICHE L %, [Figure 18] [Figure 19] [Figure 20]

5) TRIRIRARATTEJL(1958-)

TRREBEARAMEIILIZIREL TVWAARAMEILO—D, LI, FFIFEET189E
(2DIZ 18218, 3DIL7ME) 1'% B, [Figure 21]—FEDRBIIIBRE. —REH S =FEDOFEEIZL)
HE. NEIEF >V ZFR—)L. HTICREDER. BERLHEAT. BILISERE. HA
FE. DREFAZFRITTUVWS, [Figure 22)K. RAFAMLITTIHBEDOARDME L ZER
TRIARBELEAFETHS . "A— FETHARARAE LD, RS BEETHERHICL
MENT. CNETOREICEITZIFEEICELWIT—XTH 3,

5) ERF(1956)DMESICEHEIRRICE > T BT L3EBICKE. EHBCHBERNICRIT SN,
6) KM, FEQR016)DT 1 XAy avIii&>T. TRAEDDARAHEILEBTEZFETTH. BHE=D
LHETSNEL,
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V. &R

1. EEROHEH

FEREEER. IRTORERIZ MEETEOEEEFE] 07O 21 TZHEKRLODOH
%0 IR L= ARz, BEENnHRE. EHNRBEARRE. CNSOFEHEER
BOBEXICIZEACRBNS,

FALONERHEBRESEFEICL > T FRIEFBARETOIAI 2 Z/—2 30z
LOHBEDICHED. T5IC. FEZEEOMBAZEL. BELTVLWS1950FKORBEXIZE
HTHEETWS, BEOEHABINRIICITONIR. EEFEERORIENIFZS| Sk
MndEERY T —J CGERETHEORRZFATSZL T, LDZLOHBEICE
DEZLDEEZRBETZC, £LT. EROBEHEOBREIZHEV. EEEERERDE
NISBENE EEDREICHE o Tz, VEDFEZZITT, BUBMICEL VW REEE = EU
B3 LIIREBRICED Tz, BREREBEZEDEBRL T, PHATERERIMRIEZNLES
FENMREOBRKRICEAIN. BEANZ—2ZF > TLWARVWIEZR OV, BEEDE
827, PEICBITREERFTOZKRENEREN S,
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