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ABSTRACT

Kyoto, which was Japan’s political and cultural capital for more than a millennium before
the dawn of the modern era, shows distinctive characteristics formed in the process of urban
modernization.

A citizen plaza perfectly fit to a modern city is lying on the east side, but a delayed urban
reconstruction in the city center due to a strong conservative self-government awareness, as
well as a delayed modernization of tax system, caused disorderly urban sprawl to appear in the
suburbs.

Thanks to the enactment of urban planning law enacted in 1919 by the government (Ministry
of Internal Affairs) and an increasing awareness about the necessity and rationality of urban
planning projects, urban renovation took place at a rapid pace. In the meantime, new ways of
urban design were sought for and experimented to conserve it as a historical city against the

city’ quickly changing landscape.
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I . Introduction

Kyoto had been the capital of Japan and the Emperor’s palace had been located there for over
1,000 years until the Meiji Restoration period when the Emperor’s palace was moved to Tokyo and
the Capitol transferred there. This article will focus on Kyoto after it lost its capital status and will
discuss how it affected changes to the city’s space. To pursue this, we cannot ignore the influence of
the process of the city’s modernization. Especially, the process of drastic change to the governing
system of the city which is very important from the viewpoint of the complete change to the life style
and space for the people.

In general, we can conclude that the modernization means that the Nation state has been
established politically, and establishment of the capitalistic economy from the economic viewpoint.

Following this, the city pursues unified control of the city by the local Government while residents
in the city are freed from the community rankings and rules. When two opposite phenomena, control
and freedom, proceed, people start to seek the new relationship between controlling power of the city
and residents.

In Kyoto, the city itself was exhausted not only from the movement of the capital to Tokyo
but also from the large fires the end of the Tokukgawa era by the revolution of the government
system that resulted the problem keeping up the city in the beginning of the Meiji era. However,
people recognized the previous capital city, Kyoto, as an important city for Meiji Government in
order to structure the government based on the nation’s history. Thus, many projects based on the
industrialization measure and modern education was called “Kyoto plan” and implemented by Kyoto
government. One of the most remarkable projects representing the giant construction projects in the
beginning of the Meiji era was the Lake Biwa canal project which built tunnel passage from Lake
Biwa in order to draw the water to Kyoto.

While city of Kyoto had been revived with these modernization projects and improvement to the

infrastructure, the changes of space tied to the people’s life occurred in the late Meiji era (after 1900).
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II. Creation of the common area

Figure 1 shows the overview of the government supported 4" National Industrial Exhibition held
on 1895 (28" Meiji era) in Kyoto (first three exhibition were held in Tokyo).

This picture expresses a grand view of this exhibition. In the picture, there is a stream from the
Lake Biwa Canal in the very front, while behind it, there is an overview of the exhibition as a part of
the industry enhancement. Also, behind these scenes, there is a structure which is the crimson colored
Heian Shrine which was re-constructed based on the ancient Heian Palace with background of the
Higashi mountain range. Over 1 million people gathered from all over Japan to this exhibition and
this event triggered the initial steps of Kyoto becoming a tourist destination. Structurally, this picture
contains a stream from Lake Biwa canal as a monument to the modernization of Kyoto accompanied
by the western style pavilion at the exhibition with the drawing of the Heian Shrine, the monumental
structure of the history of Kyoto since Heian Palace, appeal to the audience. In other words, this
picture expresses the harmony of the western design as a modernization and Japanese design as
Japanese history which results in the new feature of Kyoto.

In fact, the Industrialization project, “Kyoto plan” implemented by the Kyoto government did
not succeed. In the end, Kyoto would not become a pivotal city in representing the modernization
of Japanese industry. Instead, Kyoto established its position as a“Historical city” whereas in the
past the city has been contributing to the long history of Japan, it now began to evolve into a tourist

cultural city. A typical example was

R

the development of vacation homes at

the bottom of the Higashi mountain "

range on the east side of the exhibition
location right after the National
exhibition.

In 1996 (29" of Meiji era), Aritomo
Yamagake, Prime Minister of Japan
at that time had finished building his

vacation home, Musyo-an drawing

[Fig.1] the 4™ National Industrial Exhibition &

Ceremony of the completion of Heian Palace memorial
tunnel (Fig.2). In this house, 7" building.

the water from the Lake Biwa canal

neighboring area of exit of the canal

generation of the garden designer, MHeian-Kyo 1200,1994
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Chihei Ogawa created a unique beauty of the garden themed “flow” using abundant water from Lake
Biwa canal which is different from traditional Japanese garden. Meanwhile, a businessman named
Kousanji Tsukamoto started to manage the vacation home/mansion properties around the Higashi
mountain range to Nanzen-temple area. Tsukamoto had built water network using iron pipes in
order to draw the water to the gardens of the houses around this area from Lake Biwa canal same as
Murin-an, then built the complex of the houses with gardens created by Chihei Ogawa. The residents
and owners of these houses were newly appeared patrons such as financial combines, investors and
politicians. They were attracted by the traditional Japanese impression in Kyoto which had been

created before modernization. Okazaki became a cradle of the culture which modern Japanese

businessmen created.

[Fig.2] Japanese garden of Murin-an(picture by author)memorial building.

Recreation of view of Higashi Mountains using water from Lake Biwa canal

It is important to pay special attention to the place named Okazaki which is on the eastern side of
Kamo River that runs north to south on the edge of Heian palace. This area was farmland when the
Meiji restoration started. Because this area was not occupied property, they could build the exit of
the tunnel of Lake Biwa and build vacation homes and mansions. In other word, Okazaki offered a
property which was necessary for the modernization process.

In addition, this area played an important role after the exhibition. This large area also played a
role as a new common park during the city’s modernization.

Fig 3 is an illustration from the newspaper demonstrating the celebration of the winning of the
Russo-Japanese war. There is a giant wooden tower holding a banner which says “Salute to our
Emperor’s country” with a background of a shape of the Ohten-gate of Heian Shrine. This picture

shows that people gathered in the park in front of the Heian Shrine which was used for the exhibition
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and celebrates the winning of the war. Also, Fig4 shows an initiation ceremony of the first city

improvement project in Kyoto in 1908 (41* Meiji era). As you can see, it shows that quite a number

of people had gathered at the same park.

te 5

[Fig.3] Cerebration of the winning of Russo- [Fig.4] Initiation ceremony for three biggest

Japan war in front of the Heian Shrine. projects.
“Kyoto daily newspaper” April 4™, 1904 “Photographs of 100 years History of Kyoto” Kyoto

Newspaper CO., 1984

Before modern times, we had parks where people gathered in Japanese cities. A well-known park
is the Hirokoji Park in Edo era. Most of the parks were setup to prevent fires from spreading but
some of the bottom of the bridges where the busy traffic area had many booths and the area were
developed as amusement parks. For instance, in Kyoto, this kind of amusement park was found under
the bridges along the Kamo River.

However, the number of the people gathered in Fig 3 and Fig4 were far more than the number of
people that actually came to these parks as almost all the people from Kyoto were pouring to this one
location. At that time, they did not have a place capable of accepting that number of people anywhere
in Kyoto. Although they had the space for people to gather for festivals in modern times, they needed
to have far bigger spaces for the gathering of all residents as well as the people from outside of the
city due to the unified authority of the city. During the progression of the modernization, Okazaki
provided the space which the modern city exactly needed.

Since then, Okazaki became the public place for gatherings resulting in more public facilities
being built. The space for events such as exhibition and celebration for winning the war were
mandatory for the city during its modernization, but in the modern system especially once the culture

system has been established, the needs of the public cultural facilities which residents can use for
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regular life rises. Okazaki gradually became the area that provides a property to answer their needs.
Fig. 5 is an overview picture of Okazaki in 1925 (14™ Taisho era). From this picture, you can
see that the “Culture zone” where the public cultural facilities such as Art museum once used for

temporary exhibition of art, showcase hall, library and convention center were gathered.

[Fig.5] Panoramic View of Okazaki from Miyako Hotel(approximate 1925)
“Photographs of 100 years History of Kyoto” Kyoto Newspaper CO., 1984

II. Era of city remodeling

Then what had happened to the western Kamo River where the metro structure had been already established
before modern time? By the “Kyoto project” which was implemented by government for the city modernization
in the early Meiji era, they remove the gate which used to be closed at night time to separate each town in
order to open the living concept from restricted society with the view point of town = closed community.
However, after a little while, no progress or alteration occurred which has happened in Okazaki as a result of
the modernization. At least there were no remarkable changes on the special structure and related landscape of
the town. The great changes happened in the late Meiji era to Taisho era (1910 — 1920s) when the fundamental

transformation of the city was implemented.
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The transformation of city was not implemented by Kyoto Prefecture which planned “Kyoto Project” but by
City of Kyoto which was established as a government unit in 1909 (31* Meiji era). The transformation of City
of Kyoto trailed far behind the Capital city Tokyo or merchandised city of Osaka. Therefore, City of Kyoto had
planned three infrastructural constructions which were named “Three Big Projects.” The City implemented an
improvement of the city water system, drilling the 2nd water canal from Lake Biwa and expanding the width of
the city road for railing of streetcars.

However, the city was concerned that the difficulty to implement this plan which required extreme change
of the landscape to expand the road because of the strongly conservative local community of Kyoto residents.
For example, in Tokyo, There was difficulty buying out lands to expand the road. To pursue this, the city
forcibly bought lands though there were many residents who vigorously disagreed with the price they were
offered. Based on this previous example, authorities in Kyoto projected that it would be difficult to buy out the
necessary lands for this project. Against this projection, once city started this project, most of the land owners
were agree to sell their land and actual buy out went very smoothly while some activity against the project to
expand the roads (Fig.6 shows the resulting Shijo-Dori (street) of the road expanding project). This is an effort
of the City of Kyoto to tackle the issues of the traditional and strong community system.

In 1897 (30" Meiji era), City of Kyoto encouraged each town to set up an administrative supplemental
organization, community union. Right after Meiji Restoration, the system of traditional town = community
took a place on the Kyoto City government but all their administrative roles were transferred to the centralized
Kyoto city government along with modernization and standardization. Because this concerned the people that
local community would lose their actual function, Kyoto City encourage each governmental town to create
a community union as an independent city government in order to keep the traditional local governmental
organization. Since then, this organization has taken a role in gaining the support from all the residents in the city
for even bigger projects. For example, to buy out the land for road expansion project, this organization stepped in
between government and land owners and
helped the progression of this project.

Thus, Kyoto City took away the power
of modern times town=community as
a government while keep the structure
as a community and encouraged them
to organize their local area. This is a

very interesting phenomenon from the

view point of the modernization of the

conservative city. Of note, this kind of [Fig.6] Shijo-dori (street) after expanded (Otabi-machi)
organization which was independent from by post card
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central government while complementing the role of them did not existed in Tokyo or Osaka.

Unfortunately, these traditional community systems and spirits to protect them began to be an obstacle for
the city to modernize. The most obvious example of this appeared when Kyoto City tried to absorb surrounding
towns. During the relatively short time between Russo-Japanese War and First World War, Japanese metro
cities expanded their size rapidly. Along with the establishment of industrial capitalism, cities needed large
number of workers while agricultural area had excessive workers due to the depression and management crises.
This triggered the large population move from farmlands to metro cities as a working population resulting the
expansion of the city. Because of this, most of the Japanese metro cities implemented the project to expand the
city area by absorbing the surrounding towns and villages. In Kyoto City, they completed to absorb surrounding
towns and villages in 1918 (7™ Taisho era) (Fig 7) but before reached this point, many surrounding towns and
villages were against the city expansion plan.

The reason why they were against the plan was that the residents were afraid of the forced change of their
life style by being incorporated into Kyoto City. This concern was based on the large differences of the taxation
between suburb towns and villages and Kyoto City. Under the taxation system at that time, local tax for the
property was the only tax the resident directly associated. This tax is as the name indicated, for the house the
people live in, and since most of the residents rent the house, most of the rent was used to pay this tax. In other
word, renters were not charge tax directly. It was same in Tokyo and Osaka.

The differences between Kyoto City and
other large cities was Kyoto City had been
charging tax as a houschold tax but not as a
house/property tax. This tax is as the name
indicated, sum of the tax divided by number
of household. In other word, even the person
was renting the house, residents was charged
this tax. In addition, the rule for this taxation
was not clear and was arbitrary. It received

criticism from other cities as an “improper &

——— e HR
———— AR DER

KE7E
S e ma®mR

NN A

0 1 2km

unfair” tax. Furthermore, since many people
frequently changed the residency at that time,
it was difficult to specify the residents and

difficult to collect the tax.

It was not only Kyoto City's problem but [Fig.7] Expansion of City in 1917(7" Taisho Era)

“Photographs of 100 years History of Kyoto” Kyoto
for the projects for city transformation Newspaper CO., 1984

in order to provide the large budget money
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including improvement of the city water and sewer systems and expansion of the roads, cities needed to
increase the house tax. In the case of Kyoto, they increased the household taxation not house tax resulting in
severely increased tax that was charged to the residents. Since rent was the diversion of the house tax while
suburb did not have any taxation, and since the suburb area did not need to pay for the city transformation, the
gap of tax charge between inside of the city and suburb area became wider.

This difference caused serious problem. Therefore, people who wanted to move to Kyoto from suburb
farmland were surprised by the heavy taxation of household tax and many were moved to vicinity of the city
instead. This caused the increasing population in vicinity area resulting in urbanization. Metropolis in Japan
such as Tokyo and Osaka were spread along the train lines by building the train systems connected to suburb
area, but this kind of expansion did not happened in Kyoto as this city is surrounded by mountains. Instead, the
differences of the taxation expanded the workers residency area in the suburb of Kyoto.(Fig.8).

In the end, because Japanese government (Ministry of Home Affairs) suggested to implement the house
tax as a condition of approval of the integration of the suburb towns and villages to Kyoto City, entire area
of expanded Kyoto city incorporated house tax instead of household tax. Then why did Kyoto City keep the
household taxation system until then? This is because the land owners and house owners had been governing
the city in traditional manner with their political power. In fact, the representatives of these people had a desire
to keep controlling the congress in Kyoto
where the contemporary industry did not
grow.

For them, the household tax that charge
tax directly to residents was beneficial and
made it possible to use their renting house
as their assets while controlling the area.
Meantime, in the vicinity of the city where
the people tried to dodge the heavy tax,
increasing numbers of “house constructor”
invested in the rental house business. The
reason why the old style household tax stayed
such a long time in Kyoto was because they

kept traditional system to govern the city for

a long period of time. However, this resulted

delay of modernization of the system caused ) ) .
[Fig.8] The expansion of Kyoto City area from late Maiji

era to Taisho era.
lib urbanization. Created based on the “Atlas of Kyoto City Basic Planning”

differences in the housing condition and ad
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IV. Time for City planning

It was not only in Kyoto where the power of land and house owners controlled the local area in modern
times. The difference was these cities other than Kyoto tried multiple measures to change this kind of situation.
In Osaka City, at the end of the Meiji era, new industrial investors, lawyers and journalists got together to create
the Osaka City Society and organized the activity to dismantle the conservative power of city councils and
city committees by representatives from local benefit oriented group. Following this, city hall established the
operation system (called specialized officer system), which was relatively independent from committee and in
doing so a broad range of businesses were positively conducted.

There was no positive activity by congress and city residents in Kyoto but after 1918 (7" year of Taisho era)
when the city expansion had implemented, the operation of the Kyoto government had changed greatly. The
city expansion gave the opportunity for the Kyoto city to develop beyond the scale of previous city size. This
change surely triggered the modernization and rationalization of the government system such as the tax system
but not restricted to this. In order to rationally manage the wide spread city, they required multi angles of the
countermeasures. Finally, even in Kyoto city, the government required a revolution in their system to solve the
rising problems.

Meantime, 1919 (8" year of Taisho era), the next year of the implementation of city expansion, the city
planning law was established for the first time in Japan. The major characteristics of this city planning law
was centralized the approval system and final approval of each city planning was conducted by Japanese
government (Ministry of Home Affairs). Before this law, Kyoto City had a plan for the developing the area for
new metro area. This plan was handed to the Governmental city planning law and implemented after 1919.

The core of the Kyoto city plan was constructing a new street in new town and organizing and
compartmentalizing the area. Old city area kept the existing checkers shape city streets developed from Heian
era to modern time. On the three major projects in late Meiji era, major roads were selected and began the road
expansion construction. However, new town had not been developed and there was no road network that had
been constructed yet. To solve this problem, they planned to build a surrounding road around the old city.

Another project of area organization and compartmentalization was the first project approved by the
Japanese Government under the city planning law and it needed to success to impress the people and the city
positively manage this project to organize the city area. The original plan was expanding the existing checker
pattern road network in old Kyoto to large peripheral area.

However, both surrounding city road plan and organization and compartmentalization of the land faced to
the difficulty to pursue. In essence, it was difficult to obtain the land they needed. For the expansion of the road

with the three major projects, city needed to negotiate with old resident land owners but for the new town, it
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was new construction of the road from nothing and there was a difficulty to obtaining the land from property
owners including the non-resident owners. On the other hand, regarding the project for organization and
compartmentalization of the land was not well understood by the residents and property owners including the
concept of providing their land for public development (decreased rate).

To solve this problem, Kyoto City suggested that it conduct land compartmentalization and organization
only along the surrounding road of city called zoned land compartmentalization and organization. It was
obvious that the land along the surrounding road would cause land value to increase. Therefore the city
requested that it organize a committee for the land compartmentalization and organization on this area in
exchange, providing the land for road with the decreased rate. By doing this, city was able to obtain the land
for road and implement the land compartmentalization and organization along the road (see Fig.9). Under the
city planning law, land compartmentalization and organization ruled two types of implementations; one was by

private and the other was by governmental

B FH R AR '
entity. While most of the other big cities - g = s

had implemented this kind of project by

private sector by assembling a committee
for the land compartmentalization and
organization, Kyoto’s zoned project
was a only the project implemented by
government operated project before Second
World War. As figure shows, this land
compartmentalization and organization
project resulted in ideal city road
organization that kept the old but organized
road network since Heian era and extended
to the suburb area.

This revolutionary plan was made
by civil engineering officers (engineers).
However, the idea of zoned land
compartmentalization and organization
came from a capital rebuilding project after

the Great Kanto Earthquake (1923). In fact,

the capital rebuilding project was a large

® EEREEATE L AFTE
—————r———
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scale construction in a entire area, but an [Fig.9] Map of Kyoto City planning(city road & road
alternative plan was zone rebuilding plan network)property of Kyoto Historical museum

-35-



J East-Asian Urban Hist, Vol 1, Dec 2019, pp. 25-54

which was implementing the land compartmentalization and organization only along the main city roads. It
seems that Kyoto City was adopted this alternative capital rebuilding plan for their zoned compartmentalization
and organization. In other word, the idea of the capital rebuilding plan was accepted and applied to Kyoto.

An interesting fact we need to focus on here is the networking of the civil engineers conducting city
planning. After the establishment of the city planning law, the city planning projects became the most important
project for the city, in part by the competition between the cities. Under these circumstances, an establishment
of the city planning law triggered the networking of the civil engineering officers (engineers) in each city to
collaborate and share the information. Kyoto city’s zoned land compartmentalization and organization was one
of the successes by this networking. After this, each city’s civil engineering officers tended to move between
cities as a civil engineer.

Under such a condition, the relationship between government and city residents also had a turning point.
During implementation of the Kyoto City transform and three major projects, main job of the city government
was negotiating and reconciling the values with land owners who were representatives of the local politics.
On the other hand, under the city planning
project, the main job was creating a rational
plan by civil engineering officers. In this
case, what government needed was for
residents to understand the rational and
probability of the plan. It was not the
reconciliation of benefit but convincing the
residents to understand the necessity of the

plan.

Actually, when Kyoto city implemented
the zoned land compartmentalization
and organization, City made and
distributed the pamphlets of “what
we will do with the Kyoto City Plan
of land compartmentalization and
organization”(Fig.10), and held a “City
Planning exhibition” at the department store

(1924 & 1926). These were demonstrating

that the land compartmentalization and

e

izati fension of the old | RS o
OTEAMZAtion was an extension of the o [Fig.10] with or without organization of the land. “What
road network since Heian era and it would is the city land organization plan?” in 1936
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be a historically proper project.

Of note, through this educational activity, it indicated confidence toward the city planning. This confidence
was based on the skill levels of the civil engineering officers. In fact, they polished their skill levels by
collaborating and discussing with the Ministry of Home Affairs which manage the City Planning law and the
civil engineers in another city on a daily basis. At the same time, the correctness of the plan was protected by
the system to prevent from threat by council or city committee. Once City Planning Law was activated, the
authority of the city mayor became stronger with the transformation of the local community system, and more
and more, the city planning projects were operated by top-down system. This means that the civil engineering
officials conducting city planning projects were given the authority to conduct a city plan independently from
the congress similar as city specialist officers in Osaka.

Meantime, this setting made the political position of the civil engineering officers stronger. These officers
who took leadership of the zoned land compartmentalization and organization were later promoted and
appointed to the chief position of multiple departments which resulted in gaining strong position in politics in
the city government. To solve this problem, 1926 (15" of Taisho era) elected Kyoto City mayor laid off most
of the civil engineering officers to get rid of the “principle of engineering can do everything” which caused
confusion. In the end, this mayor resigned from his position and took his responsibility. But this triggered the

deep separation between administrative and engineering officers.

V. Considering the planning of the city

So far, I have explained the changes of the structure of old and historical Kyoto City under the influence
of the creation of the nation state and alteration of the government structure. This change was a result of the
alteration of the public spaces which was caused by measure of space management by local authorities and
the reaction of the residents. Then how the people handled the over 1000 years history of this city? At the
“City Planning exhibition” which purpose was to educate the residents to understand the meaning of the land
compartmentalization and organization, they demonstrated that this plan was necessary step to protect our
historical city. To view how historical matter was handled in this plan, I show the actual examples as follows.

Most prominent design among the city transformation in late Meiji era was a bridge on Kamo River. Along
with the road width expansion, all bridges across the Kamo River; Maruta-cho bridge, Shijo Ohashi bridge,
Shichijo Ohashi bridge; were rebuilt. Shijo Ohashi Bridge received great attention as a great addition to the

scenery of Kyoto. As Fig.11 shows, the design of this bridge was simplified western design as explained in
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newspaper at that time. However, there was a lot of criticism on using the westernized modern design with less
decoration which did not go well with the Kyoto scenery.

At the same time, other bridges, Sanjo Ohashi bridge and Gojo Ohashi bridge were also rebuilt. Because
these two bridges belonged to different section of the city, these constructions were carried by Kyoto prefecture
but not Kyoto City. Interestingly, as Fig 12 shows, the design of these bridges followed the appearance of
traditional Japanese bridges. While they needed to use rebar and concrete columns in order to widen the width
of the bridge, the appearance of the bridge looked like traditional wooden bridge. At that time, government of
Kyoto prefecture clearly stated that Kyoto prefecture should preserve their historical scenery (view) and against
the Kyoto City’s plan to build street car network as it destroy the traditional scenery.

Nevertheless, there was a huge gap in designing of the bridges between Kyoto City and Kyoto
Prefecture. This is an example that there was not standardization of the city designing during the time of city
transformation. It was clear that the goal of Kyoto City on the city transformation project was modernization.
Therefore, the design of the bridges which would be an iconic feature of the city view needed to be an abrupt
modern western style. On the other hand, the Kyoto prefecture did not directly conducted a city transformation
while their goal was to rebuild the
prefecture. Therefore they chose a
traditional design to preserve historical
background. One thing I wanted to note is
that these far different designs were both
modification of existing designs; western
secession and traditional Japanese design
(at that time, it was called Momoyama
style).

After the time of City Planning Law,
unique design called Kyoto Design had
been created. Regarding bridge structure,
they started to mix the traditional style
and contemporary style by incorporating
gem like traditional elements made from
concrete. This was similar consideration as
civil engineering offices who demonstrated
that the new business plans based on the
techniques in the land compartmentalization

and organization. Similar to the bridge
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designing that they tried to demonstrate
the appropriation of the plan utilizing the
historical tradition of Kyoto, many facility
designs began to utilize the fusion of
modern techniques and historical traditional
design.

Of course, we can find the examples of
these fusion design in building designing
but as an easy example, here I show you
the lily bell lamps. This is a street lamp
from Kyoto Electrics designed by Goichi
Takeda, a building designer. This lily bell
shaped street lamps were first set along the
Teramachi street in Kyoto on 1924 (13%
Taisho era)(Fig. 13). These lamps gained
great reputation for their beauty and shape,
and spread to not only all of Japan but also
to Manchuria and Taiwan very quickly.
This design was not typical western modern
design or Japanese traditional design but a

unique and distinct design.

[Fig.13] Lily bell shape lamp set on Teramachi street
™Goichi Takeda, the person and his arts” Meiji village
museum, 1987

The designer Goichi Takeda was a professor of School of Architecture of Kyoto Imperial University. He

designed many public constructions including the bridges and street lamps as well as city decoration for the

city event. He played a pivotal role in the overall city planning designer. Mr. Takeda positively tried to bring

the modern western secession style to Japan while he also conducted the repairing of the old temples in order

to deepen his understanding of the Japanese traditional design. Thus, based on his intensive capability of

the designing, he had created a fusion design of modern style and historical Kyoto style design. As a result,

Takeda’s creative city design had great influence on the public facilities in Kyoto in the future.
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VI. Conclusion

Since Meiji Restoration when Kyoto lost its position as the Japanese capital, Kyoto experienced many
changes including changes of the landscapes due to the modernization, centralization and unification of the city
managements. These changes were implemented by local government as a city transformation project. During
this transition, the major problem was how to conciliate with the traditional controlling method of community
area and their management system by residents. In particular, Kyoto had been developed a strong management
system of the community area. Therefore, they organized a public union which bridges the government and
residents to incorporate the traditional management system into a modern system. Thus, the city transformation
to modern style was progressed by incorporating the historical traditional style into the modern way.

After Japanese government (Ministry of Home Affair) established the City Planning Law, permanent
and rational approaches were cited for infrastructural development such as road construction and land
compartmentalization and organization. These approaches were cited as a almost perfect civil engineering
techniques which the civil engineer officers demonstrated in their probability and rationality. In addition, these
officers created a network of engineers beyond their city limit and expanded to the Ministry of Home Affair in
order to further develop the city planning techniques in detail. Because the city mayor gained more authority by
the support of the transformed government system, their suggesting plan was preceded independently from the
congress.

However, Kyoto had a strong historical back born developed to modern time. Therefore, Kyoto needed
to conduct a special approach utilizing zoned land compartmentalization and organization where the newly
incorporated city area to the old Kyoto. Furthermore, the design of the buildings and infrastructures were also
composed with historical traditional design and modern creative design. But there still have a question to be
answered. How did the residents view and accept the city plan and projects created by these civil engineering
officers and architects? Further research need to be conducted while reference to answer this question is
restricted.

Another remaining question is the progress after Second World War. The city transformation was positively
conducted by the civil engineering officers based on the networking of the engineers with Ministry of Home
Affairs as a core of this organization. Therefore after war when this Ministry was dismissed, it was not clear
how each city progressed with its city plan. Also it is not clear how each city created the plan to maintain
city views, a core of the city plan after the war. For these questions, we need to discuss from new analytical

viewpoints.
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